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winter quarters and crossed the frontier: M. de Savoie returned
to Turin, and Catinat went to Paris. The King received him
well, but spoke of nothing but unimportant matters, and gave
him no private audience, nor did he ask for one.

Prince Eugene, who was more knowing than the Marechal
de Villeroy, had obliged him to winter in the midst of the
Milanese, and kept him closely pressed there, while his own
troops enjoyed perfect liberty, by means of which they much,
disturbed ours. In this advantageous situation, Prince Eug&ne
conceived the design of surprising the centre of our quarters,
and by that blow to make himself master of our positions, and
afterwards of Milan, and other places of the country, all in very
bad order; thus finishing effectively and suddenly his conquest.

Cremona was our centre, and it was defended by a strong
garrison. Prince Eugene ascertained that there was at Cre-
mona an ancient aqueduct which extended far out into the
country, and which started from the town in the vault of a
house occupied by a priest. He also learnt that this aqueduct
had been recently cleaned, but that it carried very little water,
and that in former times the town had been surprised by
means of it. He caused the entrance of the aqueduct, in the
country, to be reconnoitred, he gained over the priest in whose
vault it ended, and who lived close to one of the gates of the
city, which was walled up and but little guarded; he sent into
Cremona as many chosen soldiers as he could, disguised as
priests or peasants, and these hiding themselves in the house
of the friendly priest, obtained secretly as many axes as they
could. Then the Prince despatched five hundred picked men.
and officers to march by the aqueduct to the priest's vault; he
put Thomas de Vaudemont, son of the Governor-General of the
Milanese, at the head of a large detachment of troops, with
orders to occupy a redoubt that defended the Po, and to come
by the bridge to his assistance, when the struggle commenced
in the town; and he charged the soldiers secreted in the priest's
house to break down the walled-up gate, so as to admit the
troops whom he would lead there.

Everything, thus concerted with exactness, was executed
with precision, and with all possible secrecy and success. It